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Lottery Ticket Sales
in Columbus County

$89.5 million in lottery
tickets sold in county 

By WALLYCE TODD
Staff Writer

School is back in session for 
the year-round Columbus Charter 
School in Whiteville. Classes began 
July 21.

The school, divided into two 
campuses and providing direct in-
struction via a classical education 
curriculum, is open to area students 
in grades K-8. Eighty-one teachers, 
staff  and administrators of  the pub-
lic charter school welcomed back 
850 students.

Columbus Charter’s headmaster 
Steve Smith is a former Marine who 
walked around the campus Friday 
and was met with smiles and hugs 
by many of  the youngest students at 
the elementary campus. He remem-
bers when the school first opened its 
doors in Columbus County.

“We came in 2007 with 132 chil-
dren in grades K-2 and 14 employ-
ees,” Smith said. “This year, we 
begin with 850 children in grades 
K-8 and 81 employees.”

While visiting a number of  class-
es Friday, Smith and Sawyer Batten, 
public information officer, inter-
acted with kindergarten students. 

Yet, with only four days in, the 
youngest minds in the school were 
already aware of  “ready position” 
where students sit with their hands 
clasped on their desk. It is part of  
the call and response learning style 
incorporated into the curriculum 
at the charter school. The kinder-
garteners joined their teacher in 

singing a song about the days of  
the week.

Lilly Clifton said she had learned 
to practice being polite. 

“When you bump into somebody 
– you say, ‘Sorry!’” she said.

Trinity Lewis, 10, said being 
back at school gave her the chance 

Beginning ninth year

New academic year begins
at Columbus Charter School

By NICOLE CARTRETTE
News Editor

In 2014, nearly $13.5 million in 
state lottery tickets were sold in 
Columbus County. That same year 

less than $590,000 was returned to 
the county for school construction 

and in all, $2.9 million attribut-
ed to teacher salaries, pre-K 

funds, scholarships and 
digital learning that ben-
efited Columbus County 
residents.

In 2006, a year when 
the lottery had not been in 
operation the full year, about 
$4.4 million in tickets were 

sold in the county. In 2007, about 

$5.6 million in sales were reported.
By 2012, the sales were close to $10 

million and by 2013 sales exceeded $12 
million.

While sales continue to increase, local 
officials say the lottery funding returned 
to the county’s two school systems, Co-
lumbus County Schools and Whiteville 
City Schools, is declining.   

“It has decreased since it started,” 
said Alan Faulk, superintendent for 
Columbus County Schools.

About $1.2 million in lottery funds ac-
counted for 21 teacher positions, $586,606 
went to school construction, $889,062 
provided 184 Pre-K slots, $176,230 sup-
ported 155 college scholarships, $59,049 

See Lottery, page 10-A

Year Net Sales Amount
2006 $4,412,846
2007 $5,627,891
2008 $8,177,272
2009 $8,968,003
2010 $9,212,994
2011 $9,603,507
2012 $9,844,384
2013 $12,081,381
2014 $13,493,896

2015* $8,061,236
*Year 2015 reflects net sales as of July 21

County to mail 
more than 
35,000 tax bills

By NICOLE CARTRETTE
News Editor

It’s that time of  year.
The Columbus County tax office will final-

ize billing information this week on more than 
45,000 parcels of  land in the county.

Property owners could begin receiving tax 
notices as early as the end of  the week. Notices 
will be mailed Friday.

In all, 35,581 county tax bills, 3,535 munici-
pal  and 2,968 Whiteville city tax bills will be 
mailed.

“I want to encourage all taxpayers that can 
and will to take advantage of  the 2 percent 
discount during the month of  August,” said 
Needom Hughes, tax administrator for Co-
lumbus County. 

“We will also be accepting partial payments 
through Jan. 5, 2016,” said Hughes. 

He reminds taxpayers to make sure they 
provide the proper property information when 
paying their bills to ensure that payments are 
applied to the proper account.  

Leland man
arrested for 
impersonating 
attorney

By JEFFERSON WEAVER
Staff Writer

A Leland man who was disbarred in 2013 
was arrested for using the name of  a Wilm-
ington lawyer and at-
tempting to defend a case 
in Columbus County 
District Court Tuesday.

Court records show 
Nicholas Stratas, 57, 
was charged with three 
counts of  criminal con-
tempt of  court. He was 
released on a total bond 
of  $300,000, having asked 
to appeal a 30-day sen-
tence.

Stratas is alleged to 
have appeared before Judge Fred Gore to ar-
gue a traffic case for another man, David Allen 
Joseph of  Wilmington. Stratas is alleged to 
have presented himself  as “James Smith of  
the New Hanover County Bar Association” 
when he was before Gore.

See Taxes, page 11-A

Stratas

Pick a card Listings of fall sports for each 
high school with the first days 
of practice, tryout days and 
coach information are included 
in today’s sports section.

Staff photos by NICOLE CARTRETTE

Jamielynn Godwin,7, uses her “tracking finger” as she and her second grade classmates read about a 
bug that wants to stay in a ball during the first Friday of their new school year. At right is Bradyn Brown.

Columbus Charter School student Kaleb Todd interacts with his 
teacher at the front of the class. Seated behind him on his right is 
Megan Pait and on his left is Grayson Creech and Dawson Cartrette.
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to experience “learning while 
having fun.”

Will Thomas Lewis, 11, said 
charter school attendance was 
giving him and others the 
opportunity to be “learning 
things we didn’t know.”

Several students men-
tioned Latin as something 
significant in their day. 

Many talked about the sci-
entific method and elementa-
ry and middle school students 
could describe the steps from 
hypothesis (an idea) to com-
munication (sharing what had 
been scientifically studied, 
discovered or learned).

Aviana Lloyd enjoyed mea-
suring how many drops of  
water the surface of  a penny 
could hold in her since class 
at the middle school.

Haylie Robinson, 10, said 
she was still adjusting to be-
ing back in school, waking up 
earlier and getting to school. 
“It’s tiring.  I’m sleepy a lot of  
the time,” she said.

Kaleb Todd, 9, spoke about 
the value of  math, learning 
multiplication tables and 
more. 

“We learn how to calculate 
how much it takes to get (digi-

tal) tablets and math helps in 
sports, like in baseball and 
basketball … to get the score,” 
Todd said.

“I think it’s really fun to 
meet my friends because I 
didn’t get to see them over the 
summer,” Carina Garcia said.

While walking through the 
campus, Smith was joined by 

Batten.
As they passed the outdoor 

physical education area, they 
watched James Brobst (aka 
“Coach B.”) preparing for a 
soon-to-be-arriving elemen-
tary P.E. class. 

The Florida native com-
mutes from Wilmington to 
Whiteville and praised the 
class. 

“It allows students a time 
to have structured physical 
activities,” Brobst said. “They 
get to interact with other 
students, build self-esteem, 
learn healthy habits, and most 
importantly… they get to have 
fun.”

“I love the teachers, the 
subjects, the staff  and the 
headmasters,” Lendon Pham, 
11, said. A new sixth-grader, 
the new middle school student 
has a younger brother, Lim, at 
the elementary campus of  the 

charter school located off  the 
Old Lumberton Road. 

“I love being back with my 
friends and my mates near my 
locker — Ian, Todd, Lilly and 
Macy,” he said.

His mother, Lena, appreci-
ates the strong educational 
focus she said the school is 
providing for her sons.

“As a parent, I like that my 
boys are at a school where 
most of  the teachers make 
them comfortable and there is 
a helpful emphasis on science, 
reading and math,” Lena said. 
“I appreciate how they push 
my sons to study.”

The Columbus Charter 
School is one of  several 
schools that the Roger Bacon 
Academy, a for-profit educa-
tional management company, 
operates in southeast North 
Carolina. 

Charter schools receive 
public funding and are tu-
ition-free to students but un-
like traditional public schools, 
are not governed by an elected 
school board. 

Parents provide transpor-
tation and lunch, which are 
not offered at the charter 
school.

Charter
Continued from page 1-A

Time for folks to seriously 
get ready to Take the Lake

Take The Lake

By GRANT EGLEY
 Co-Chair, TTL Walk/Run Event

 The Labor Day Weekend 
is fast approaching and you 
should be well into your prep-
arations to meet your goals for 
the Take the Lake events. 

Need I remind you about 
the walking schedule pro-
posed to help inactive persons 
prepare for the Walk event?

To have a chance of  do-
ing the 16 miles around the 
Lake, you should by now 
be walking at least 30 
minutes a day, five 
or six days a week, 
and be able to 
walk three miles 
on any one day 
in August.

This is no 
guarantee of  
c o m p l e t i n g 
the 16 miles, 
but you will at 
least gain sever-
al health benefits 
from following a 
program of  daily 
walking.  Even active 
persons in good physi-
cal condition hoping to 
have fast finishing times in 
the walk, paddle, bike or swim 
events, should be training 
regularly.  

But do not walk or other-
wise train in the heat of  the 
day; do it in the early morning 
or late evening.  

Do you have a Take the 
Lake Getting Physically Fit 

Log Book where you  follow a 
walking program and record 
your minutes walked during 
the weeks leading up to the 
Labor Day Weekend?  

If  not, get one now and 
bring it up to date by including 
your walking activity which 
you started this past spring. 

Log books are available 
at Body Shapers, the Colum-

bus County Department of  
Health, the Columbus County 
Chamber of  Commerce and 
Tourism and the county’s 
senior centers. 

Seeing a written record of  
your progress is a well-known 

motivation helper. 
The log book is intended 

to motivate inactive persons 
to get moving, but persons of  
all stages of  physical condi-
tion can benefit from using 
the books.

 We will give “I’m Ready 
to Take the Lake“ awards, 
shown here, to persons who 
record their activities in the 
log books. 

The award is an embroi-
dered patch that can be 

sewn on a shirt or jack-
et.  To qualify for the 

award, you should 
have walked dur-

ing at least 10 
of  the weeks 
l e a d i n g  u p 
to the Labor 
Day weekend, 
and walked 
at least three 
miles on one 
day in  Au-
gust. 

T h e  l o n g 
walk  can  be 

split, half  in the 
morning and half  

in the evening. 
You should also turn 

in your completed log book 
when you register and start 
the Take the Lake Walk on 
Sept. 4.  

Whether you are a begin-
ning walker or an experienced 
runner, cyclist, kayaker, or 
swimmer, we hope you will 
exercise regularly, and get 
ready for a safe Take the Lake.

“They get to interact 
with other students, 
build self-esteem, learn 
healthy habits, and most 
importantly… they get 
to have fun.”

James Brobst 

“I think it’s really fun to 
meet my friends be-
cause I didn’t get to see 
them over the summer.”

Carina Garcia

Third grade is serious business to Lim Pham, right, while 
Samantha Cahn, left, sits in “ready position,” one of 
the instructional positions used with Columbus Charter 
School’s direct instruction teaching style.

Laiken Edwards, 10, raises 
her hand to answer a ques-
tion her fifth grade teacher 
asked.

Fifth grader Alexandria Benton listens as her teacher ex-
plains a new concept.
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